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Special points of
interest:
Your 2020-2021
Officers:
The 59th Presidential Inauguration will take place in Washington D.C. The Presidential Swearing-In ceremony will occur on the west front of the United States Capitol. It will be
followed by the Inaugural Address. Joseph Biden’s Inaugural
Address will focus on his vision to beat the virus, build
America back up, and bring the country together. See
https://bideninaugural.org/. The President’s term begins at
12:00 PM noon Eastern Standard Time on January 20th in
the year following the election. This is in the 20th Amendment to the Constitution. He will be the 46th President of
the U.S. and must recite the Oath of Office which is administered by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.
Following the Inaugural Address there will be a Pass in Review on the east front of the Capitol with members of the
military, then there will be a Presidential Escort to the White
House, followed by a virtual parade across America. They
are taking extensive measures to protect public health, following the CDC protocols and honoring American traditions. Presidential Inaugural Committee CEO Tony Allen
said, “Our goal is to create an inauguration that keeps people
safe, honors the grand traditions of the Presidency, and
showcases the Biden-Harris Administration’s renewed American vision for an inclusive, equitable, and unified citizenry.”
See https://bideninaugural.org/presidential-inauguralcommittee-outlines-initial-plans-to-honor-americantraditions-and-protect-public-health/.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
WHEA Member Benefits
Check out the flyers for the WHEA Member Benefits:

WeHa School Massage Discount, to relax and relieve stress

https://i0.wp.com/whea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WeHa-flyer-pdf-GoogleDrive.png?ssl=1

FLOAT Forty-One, Float session

https://i2.wp.com/whea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/float.jpg?ssl=1

The MAX Challenge, a fitness, nutrition and motivation program

https://i0.wp.com/whea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/CT-Educators-flyer-pdf.png?ssl=1

WHEA PR Committee
Do you enjoy talking with people, writing, taking photographs, or editing copies? Are you interested in Public Relations and supporting WHEA? Then join the WHEA PR Committee with
our award winning newsletter and website! Contact Joyce Bogdan, PR Chair and editor of
WHEA World, or Shannon McNeice, webmaster of www.whea.org, for more information.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Reopening Guidance
Here are the documents from WHPS the Covid-19 Dashboard https://www.whps.org/
coronavirus-covid-19; from the CEA blog Legislators Question SDE about School Reopening at
http://cea.org/legislators-question-sde-about-school-reopening/
For the latest information for the United States from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention see https://www.cdc.gov/.
For the latest information about Connecticut see https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus.

FWHPS Grants
The mission of the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools is “to support educational projects,
programs, and initiatives that enhance and enliven the classroom experience for ALL West Hartford Public School students. They have served the West Hartford School District for over 23
years and provided over $1.8 million to teachers, schools and the district.
There are special grant instructions for this year due to the unprecedented COVID conditions.
See the website for the application and rules at https://fwhps.org/. Grant applications are due
by January 20, 2021 at 11:59 P.M. and you will be notified by February 1, 2021 as to whether
the grant is awarded or denied. The grant must be implemented in the 2020-2021 school year
only. Only one grant per teacher, the school name(s) should be included, and there is a $2000
grant maximum.

West Hartford BOE meetings
The West Hartford Board of Education regular meetings or workshops are usually held on the
first and third Tuesday of the month. The next regular meeting is on Tuesday, January 19, 2021
at 7 PM for a Presentation of the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP). The meeting
is presented on the local Community channel 05 and on https://www.whctv.org/ West Hartford
Community Interactive—WHCI. You can watch either live or recorded.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
CEA Updates
From WTNH News 8 “CEA urges all districts to go fully remote through mid-January to lower
the spread of COVID after the holidays. ‘With at least 162 Connecticut towns identified as
coronavirus red zones, it’s time for all public school superintendents to follow the lead of their
colleagues who have paused in-person learning until mid-January,’ CEA officials said in a statement.” See the full story at https://www.wtnh.com/news/health/coronavirus/cea-urges-alldistricts-to-go-fully-remote-through-mid-january-to-lower-the-spread-of-covid-after-theholidays/.
“Do you know an educator who has demonstrated exceptional commitment to multiculturalism,
equal opportunities, LGBTQ support and awareness, conflict resolution, or other social issues
pertinent to students and public education?” the CEA website asks. Then you can nominate a
colleague at CEA Grants and Awards. Nominations need to be submitted by February 1,
2021. See https://cea.org/grants-and-awards/.
Buying something? Look at CEA Members Benefits at https://cea.org/discounts/.
Check out CEA Legal: Covid-19 and Your Rights at https://cea.org/cea-legal-covid-19-andyour-rights/.

.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
NEA Virtual Town Hall
On Tuesday, January 12, 2021 from 6 P.M. until 7 P.M. NEA is presenting a Virtual Town Hall
“Answering Your Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines.” The virtual town hall meeting includes
NEA, AFT, AFSCME and SEIU with a panel of distinguished medical and public health experts.
From the NEA flyer, “As leaders in our communities, NEA will continue to partner with families, community leaders, and other unions to share relevant and scientifically-sound information
on vaccines. Join to hear from a panel of medical and public health experts through a virtual town hall.
About our Moderator:
Dr. David Michaels - Professor at GW University's School of Public Health and former Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA) under President Obama
About the Panelists:
Dr. Helene Gayle - President and CEO of the Chicago Community Trust and Co-chair of
Committee on Equitable Allocation of Vaccine for the Novel Coronavirus at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
Dr. Peter Marks - Director of the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER) at the
United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Dr. Nancy Messonnier - Director of the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Sponsored by: The National Education Association, The Adult Vaccine Access Coalition, The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, The American Federation of Teachers, & The Service Employees International Union
I hope you will join us for this important event on vaccines on Tuesday, January 12.
RSVP to attend at https://www.mobilize.us/nea/event/366784/?utm_source=joelemail.”
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Communication
See the latest news for the West Hartford Public Schools at https://www.whps.org/ and the
Town of West Hartford on the website at https://www.westhartfordct.gov/.
If you have an upcoming event in your classroom or school, CEA would like to know. They
would like to feature your stories in the CEA Advisor! You can contact Nancy Andrews at nancya@cea.org or Lesia Day at lesiaw@cea.org or contact Joyce Bogdan, WHEA and CEA PR
Chair.
There are several ways to keep up with the latest information from WHEA and CEA.
WHEA has several avenues of communication. We have the WHEA website at www.whea.org.
You can sign up for the blog and receive the latest information and read WHEA World. Like us
on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-Education-AssociationWHEA-1182513598536131/.
CEA has their Facebook page. Like them at https://www.facebook.com/CTEdAssoc/ or sign
up for weekly updates at www.BlogCEA.org CEA is part of CT ED Watch, Connecticut’s
Source for Public Education published by Teacher Policy Institute at www.CTEDWatch.org.
You can sign up to subscribe to their list.
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Quick Tips
·

·

·

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.
Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10 minute meetings. Stay
informed!
Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

·

·

·

Check out the Member
Benefits pages at
www.nea.org and
www.cea.org.
Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Read WHEA World at
www.whea.org. To add
your news, please email
the PR Chair.

·

Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.

·

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

·

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National News
On Monday, December 14, 2020 the 538 electors in the Electoral
College voted in all statehouses to confirm the votes from the
states. Biden/Harris received 306 votes and Trump/Pence 232
votes. On January 6, 2021 at 1 P. M. with Vice President Pence presiding over the meeting, Congress began their Joint Sessions to tally
votes from the electoral college. During the proceedings there was
a siege on the Capitol by Trump supporters. The Capitol went into
lockdown and Congressional members either sheltered in place or
were escorted to a safe location. President-elect Joe Biden addressed the nation and called for President Trump to address the
nation. President Trump told his supporters to “go home” and “we
love you, you're very special.” The storming of the Capital was unprecedented and dangerous. When the Capital police and the National Guard had cleared the Capitol grounds and building, Congress reconvened. At 3:30 A.M. they confirmed Biden’s victory despite the violence earlier. Five people were killed during the attack
on democracy by the Pro Trump mob. Members of Trump’s cabinet and Congress members are discussing invoking the 25th amendment.
The Second Stimulus Package was signed into law on Sunday, January 3, 2021 by President Donald Trump. The $900 billion pandemic relief bill includes direct cash payments and enhanced unemployment benefits. Lawmakers had passed the bill on Monday, December 8, 2020 which helped preserve several aid programs in the
CARES Act such as pandemic jobless assistance measures and eviction protections. If your income was $75,000 or less in 2019 then
you will receive the full $600; couples who made less than $150,000
will receive $1200 plus $600 per dependent child. For additional
information see https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/20/politics/
second-covid-stimulus-package-details/index.html.
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Current Issues

State News
“On December 22, 2020 President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr. officially nominate Dr. Miguel A. Cardona, Connecticut Commissioner of
the State Department of Education, to serve as the next U.S. Secretary of Education.” from The Patch. See https://patch.com/
connecticut/hartford/conncan-applauds-nomination-cardona-nextsecretary-ed.
Dr. Cardona is a former elementary school teacher, principal, assistant superintendent and presently serves as the Commissioner of
CT Department of Education. On Thursday, March 5, 2020 at the
Sheraton Hartford South, in Rocky Hill, CEA presented “Classrooms
in Crisis: A Conversation with Miguel Cardona.” Cardona said that he
believed that public education was the equalizer for students. He
was thankful for the public school system, he and his children attended public schools in Meriden, CT.

Local News
In an article from the West Hartford News dated December 27,
2020 titled “COVID poses challenges for West Hartford Schools”
Superintendent Tom Moore said the largest challenge was “fear
over health.” He was proud of making his decisions along with the
administration of the West Hartford Public Schools. His decisions
are made in order to keep people healthy during the pandemic
while educating the children of the West Hartford Community. See
the full article at http://www.westhartfordnews.com/news/covidposes-challenges-for-west-hartford-schools/article_519efc97-80715dc5-95ef-ed2dab47e5fa.html?
utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=usershare

