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Special points of
interest:

-

Your 2020-2021
Officers:

The Teacher of the Year finalists were announced on Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at a Reception held at the West Hartford
Town Hall. The finalists are English language arts teachers
Chelsea Smith, Bristow, sixth grade; and Matthew West, Hall;
and Lara White, Hall Social Studies teacher. See https://weha.com/west-hartford-teacher-of-the-year-finalistsannounced-3/.
The Teacher of the Year 2021-2022 was announced on
Thursday, May 27, 2021 at a virtual meeting. Keats Jarmon
from the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools
(FWHPS) spoke about the $500 Grant that is given to the
three finalists. The Teacher of the Year (TOY) Committee
members Michele Cashman and Tom Ledvorowski announced the winner. The 2021-2022 West Hartford Teacher
of the Year is Chelsea Smith! Congratulations!

-
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
WHEA End of the Year Social
On Thursday, June 3, 2021 WHEA will have an End of the Year Social at GastroPark, 637 New
Park Ave, West Hartford, CT from 2:30 PM until 6:30 PM. There will be 3 Food Trucks there:
Craftbird, Fuego Picante and Tap House Come join your colleagues!

WHEA Annual Meeting
The WHEA Annual Meeting was held virtually on Monday, April 5, 2021 at 4:00 PM until 5:30
P.M. The Executive Board shared the state of our local union, the budget, and answered questions. The results of the election for officers are Theresa McKeown will continue as President,
Brian Putkonen will take over as Executive Vice President, Elise Dunphe Hendrix will continue
as Administrative Vice President, and Kathy Hardesty will continue as Treasurer. Their term
begins on July 1, 2021. Congratulations to all!

Congratulations!
Due to the pandemic the WHEA Recognition Dinner was not held again this year. The 2021
retirees are being recognized on our website at www.whea.org. Look on the top bar for Retiree
Videos, then click on 2021. You can congratulate and extend your well wishes to any of the retirees at https://padlet.com/michelle_nicklas/whearetirees.
The WHEA Member of the Year is Bonnie Arcari, Braeburn physical education teacher. The
WHEA Citizen of the Year is Sarah Falvey, paraprofessional at the Education Center.
Dr. Amanda Leon-Guerrero, Bugbee and Webster Hill music teacher, was awarded the 20202021 Connecticut Music Educators Award (CMEA) Outstanding Music Educator Award.
Congratulations to all!
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Change for WHEA PR Chair

by Joyce Bogdan

At the end of this year I will become a member of West Hartford Retired Education Association (WHREA). This will be my last issue as the WHEA World editor. I began this journey as a
WHEA Rep. and in 2009 became the Public Relations Chair with the main objective to create
and publish a newsletter for our local. I am proud that we won in the “CEA Local Association
Newsletter Competition” in Category 5 (450 members or more) for all twelve years! As PR
Chair I have enjoyed meeting and working with many wonderful professionals that I can call
friends. I am thankful for all the opportunities I had and look forward to the next chapter in my
life.
Our new PR Chair will be Sara Tamborello, Sedgwick English language arts teacher. Congratulations! She will continue with communications for WHEA. If you enjoy talking with people,
writing, taking photographs, and/or editing then you should join the PR Committee. Please
contact President Theresa McKeown or Sara Tamborello for more information.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
WHEA Negotiations Team
Our WHEA Negotiations Team, that will work on our Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
and Tri-Annual Contract, includes Elise Dunphe Hendrix, Theresa McKeown, Brian Putkonen,
David Simon, Christine Kavanaugh, Chris Bombara, Ron Wziontko, and Uniserve Sara Pomponi.

CEA Teacher-Led Campaign
Online meetings “Fund Our Schools, Fund Our Future” will be held on May 26 and June 2 from
6:00-6:30 PM. See more information and register at www.cea.org/event/fund-our-schoolsworkshops/all.

CEA Summer Leadership will be held virtually on Monday, August 2 through Thursday, August
5, 2021. Registration began on Monday, May 17. Attendance is free. All sessions will be held
on Zoom. To register, go to www.cea.org/event/2021summerexperience. If you have any questions contact Mary Behrens at maryb@cea.org.

CEA May Day Rally
On Saturday, May 1, 2021 CEA colleagues marched to the Governor’s Mansion. From the email
on April 27, 2021 CEA, President Jeff Leake said the purpose of the march is “to end inequality
and fund our future by creating a budget that works for everyone.” He continued that this is,
“the opportunity to secure resources for our students and ensure funding that gives everyone the
opportunity to succeed.” According to Leake, it is for Governor Lamont “to incorporate our
proposals into his budget to make sure we come out of this pandemic with a Recovery for All.”
CEA and other groups met at 11:45 AM at Elizabeth Park and marched to the governor’s residence. Many CEA members attended.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
CEA R/A
The 173rd CEA R/A was held virtually on Saturday, May 15, 2021. This is the main business
meeting with all Connecticut locals attending. There were 357 delegates at the R/A. The 14
delegates representing WHEA were Theresa McKeown, Ashley Kendrigan, Elise Dunphe Hendrix, Ron Wziontko, Joyce Bogdan, Jonathan Baldwin, Shana Luzusky, Bonnie Arcari, Jessica
Dunn, Ellen Eickenhorst, Michelle Nicklas, Michelle Flaucher, Mary Lestini, and Brian Putkonen. The nominations for CEA President were Jeff Leake and Kate Dias, for Vice President
were Tom Nicholas and Joslyn DeLancey. Their term is for three years. Also nominated for
NEA Director was Kate Gale. Since this position was uncontested Kate will be the new NEA
Director. NEA President Becky Pringle who attended virtually was a guest speaker.
In the CEA Local Association Website Competition Shannon McNeice, WHEA webmaster,
won first place. The CEA Local Association Newsletter was won by Joyce Bogdan, WHEA PR
Chair. The 2021-2022 budget will have a zero dues increase.
After the CEA R/A the election ballots were sent through the mail to delegates and returned via
the USPS. The results for the election for CEA President and CEA Vice President will be announced in June.

The NEA R/A will be held virtually on Wednesday, June 30 through Saturday, July 3, 2021 with
unions from across the United States attending. The NEA is the largest union in the world and
the R/A is the annual business meeting.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
NEA President Becky Pringle with Dr. Miguel Cardona
On Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. NEA presented a virtual meeting with NEA President Becky Pringle and the U.S. Secretary of Education Dr. Miguel Cardona. According to
NEA they will “discuss his experience in public schools, his vision for learning, and the BidenHarris Administration's priorities for our public schools and institutions of higher learning.
They spoke “about the important issues facing students and educators coming out of the
COVID-19 pandemic.” You can see the recorded meeting at https://www.nea.org/resourcelibrary/meet-miguel-cardona-virtually.

West Hartford the Suburb
The Town of West Hartford was noticed in the New York Times article dated April 14, 2021
called, “West Hartford, Conn.: A Suburb with an Urban Aesthetic.” See the article at https://
www.facebook.com/1472153318/posts/10226128330662734/?d=n or (https://
www.nytimes.com/2021/04/14/realestate/west-hartford-conn-a-suburb-with-an-urbanaesthetic.html?smid=fbshare&fbclid=IwAR1XEe3VQBy_A9Pn9UL4ojmp2namq0WDDypUZ2w0wrNjEizS9N6Rr1x
N_0k.).
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Your Credit

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers, and
students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.
Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934 and
now is the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook.
advertisement

Quick Tips
·

·

·

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

·

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10 minute meetings. Stay
informed!

·

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

·

Check out the Member
Benefits pages at
www.nea.org and
www.cea.org.
Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Read WHEA World at
www.whea.org. To add
your news, please email
the PR Chair.

·

Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.

·

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

·

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National News
Rosa DeLauro is the U.S. Representative for Connecticut in the 3rd
Congressional District. She has held this position since 1991.
From her website, “Rosa serves as the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee and sits on the Democratic Steering and Policy
Committee, and she is the Chair of the Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee, where she
oversees our nation’s investments in education, health, and employment.” Rosa proposed and is included in President Biden’s bill a
child tax credit to cut child poverty in half. See https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-childpoverty/2021/03/21/40cc3a82-8677-11eb-bfdf4d36dab83a6d_story.html.
From 19news.org, “Two decades in the making, Rosa DeLauro’s
plan to cut child poverty in half is on the brink of passing,” see
https://19thnews.org/2021/02/delauro-child-tax-credit/.
“DeLauro unveils district-specific data detailing benefits of expanded and improved child tax credit.” See https://delauro.house.gov/
media-center/press-relieases/delauro-delbene-torres-introducelegislatin-expand-child-tax-credit.
On Saturday, May 15, 2021 at the CEA R/A Rosa DeLauro was
honored with CEA’s most prestigious award the Thomas P. Mondani, Friend of Education Award for her work. This award as stated on the CEA website “is given to one individual or group outside
of education for outstanding efforts or advocacy on behalf of
teachers, students, or public education.”
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Current Issues

State News
On Wednesday, May 20, 2020 the first Executive Order for Public
Health was issued by Governor Ned Lamont. It was signed to limit
the number of people gathering to 250 people or less. He continued with other Executive Orders over this past year to combat the
Coronavirus pandemic. As of Wednesday, May 19, 2021 (per the
CDC guidelines) masks are not required for fully vaccinated people
outdoors or indoors except on public transportation, health care
facilities and a few crowded places. Also businesses can choose to
continue to require masks. Some of the benefits during this year
have been the extended areas for outdoor dining. This has been a
plus for diners and will be allowed this year. Restaurants are hoping
that this will continue in the future. Telehealth is extended for two
years. The Governor will ask employers as of Tuesday, June 1, 2021
to begin to have employees return to the office by Thursday, July 1,
2021.

Local News
At the Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 Superintendent Tom Moore said that there would not be block scheduling next year. Block scheduling is a mitigation strategy. His intention is to go back to a normal schedule.
The last day of school is Thursday, June 17, 2021 according to the
West Hartford Public School website. Elementary schools will follow an early release timetable, the same as Wednesday, at 2:00 P.M.
Our secondary schools will release students based on the adjusted
schedule this year (due to the pandemic)—middle school 1:30 P.M.;
high school 1:00 P.M. See more information at https://
www.whps.org/calendar.

